
 

Imaging – Knee 

 

X-Ray Indicated: X-Ray Not Indicated Routinely: 

• Knee pain with locking, restricted movement or 

effusion 

• Knee pain when surgery considered 

• Trauma with physical signs 

• Suspected malignancy in patient with knee pain 

• Clinical diagnosis of OA and no previous X-Ray 

(symptoms >6 weeks and <1 year and patient 

willing to undergo surgery) 

• Knee pain without locking or restricted 

movement 

• ? Osgood Schlatter's disease 

• ? OA (unless surgery considered) 

• Trauma when physical signs are minimal 

• ? Baker's cyst - neither is ultrasound referral 

indicated to confirm the diagnosis 
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