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Edinburgh Adult Pneumonia Chest Xray Follow-up Guidelines 
 

 

Pneumonia on CXR 

Consider CT 

Chest* 

 

Smoker      

OR       

 50yrs 
 

 

New concerning features/history? 

 

 

 

Recent CT chest (within 

3 months) with no 

malignancy 

 

 

No follow-up CXR 

No 

Resolved Persists 

 

 

No further imaging 

Urgent CT chest or referral 

to lung cancer pathway* 

depending on clinical 

history and degree of 

suspicion on CXR 

Yes 

Treat and repeat CXR 6wks 

 

 

Yes 

Concerning features: 

- Hilar enlargement 

- Widened paratracheal 

stripe 

- Cavitation 

- Rounded appearance 

- Collapse 

- Empyema 

 

Concerning history including: 

- Weight loss 

- Haemoptysis 

- Chronic cough 

- Hoarseness  

 

No 

Yes 

No 

 

 

No follow-up CXR 

*GP Pathway – If there is concern regarding lung cancer, then please use the RIE/WGH/SJH lung cancer 

referral pathway (https://apps.nhslothian.scot/refhelp/guidelines/respiratory/lungcancer) 

*GPs - see GP 

pathway below 

*GPs - see GP 

pathway below 


